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Our club will be represented on
February 10 at the Commodore’s Silver
Anniversary Ball to celebrate the Palatka
Yacht Club’s twenty-five year anniver-
sary. We have maintained a good rela-
tionship with the Palatka Club over the
years and | look forward to continuing
this tradition. There is talk of a joint
event with their club, perhaps a weekend
regatta/cruise on the St. John’s River in
April. We would race (or not) to a desti-
nation, party and spend the night, then
race back the next day.

We have not had our spring and
fall parties on Lake Santa Fe lately be-
cause it was not possible to launch
boats, but we plan to have a spring party
this year. We will combine a picnic and
a Sailors’ Yard Sale (see article). We
can bring whatever boats can be
launched on the beach and maybe some

folks can launch at the Bradford County
ramp. We'll set the date at the February
meeting.

A cruise is in the works for April to
The Ten thousand Islands. Larry Schnell
and Bill Cutler have chartered a boat.
More people means more fun, so talk to
one of them, mark your calendar, bring
your boat or charter, and let’s go sailing.

And whatever happened to the
annual Crystal River/Manatee cruise? Is
anyone willing to organize that?

Since some diners were a little
late getting to the last meeting, we’ll set
the February dining hour to 6:00 pm. Meet
us at The Swamp for dinner, or meet with
the folks who eat at Burger King about
7:00, then join us for the meeting at 7:30.

By Commodore Linda Ledbetter
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 26, 2001

ALACHUA COUNTY INVITES YOU TO A
PUBLIC WORKSHOP TO TELL THEM
WHAT RECREATION YOU WANT IN
YOUR COMMUNITY.

Gainesville — This past Decem-
ber, Alachua County’s Public Works De-
partment held a series of interviews over
three days with recreation interests
groups throughout the County for the
creation of the Alachua County County-
wide Recreation Master Plan. The infor-
mation provided by these interest groups
is invaluable to the creation of the com-
munity’s vision for recreation in the com-
munity. Equally as important is the incor-
poration of the general public’'s comments
and ideas into the countywide recreation
master plan.

The County is opening the master
planning process by scheduling several
meetings in February to give the general
public the opportunity to voice their inter-
est in recreation for the entire County. The
format for the workshops will be informal
and include a fifteen to twenty minute in-
troduction and overview of the master
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Anchoring among other boats is a
function of depth, scope, tidal range, and
hull characteristics divided by the square
root of how well you get along with your
neighbors.

We all know there are a number
of anchoring techniques. Anyone who has
ever anchored in the wild has seen that
other sailors have varied approaches to
this sometimes delicate task. After six
months of cruising, | am willing to present
my totally unscientific findings on this sub-
ject. | hereby declare that there are seven
distinct ways to anchor.

1. Let someone else do it for you.
The technical nomenclature for having
someone else do the dirty work for you is
known as either "rafting" or "mooring."
When you raft up alongside other boats,
you rely on someone else's anchor and
the various components of their swivels,

%

planning effort to date followed by an
open discussion with the participants.
The planning team will encourage the
participants to identify existing and de-
sired recreational facilities, programs and
services. Mark your calendars with
times and locations for the following
dates in February.

6:00 p.m., Monday, February 12,
2001 at Hawthorne High School -
602 W. Lake Avenue
Hawthorne, FL 32640

6:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 13,
2001 at Santa Fe High School -
16331 NW US Hwy 441, Alachua,
FL 32615

10:00 a.m., Saturday, February 17,
2001 at Eastside High School - 1201
SE 45 Terrace, Gainesville, FL
32641

2:00 p.m., Saturday, February 17,
2001 at Wiles Kimball Elementary
School - 4601 SW 75th Street
Gainesville, FL 32608

cotter pins, seizing wire, and the extent
that their hook has, or has not, connected
itself to the earth.

When you catch a mooring, you
have to rely on whatever-the-heck is
down there, which can run the spectrum
from mushroom anchors to cement
blocks or engine and all sorts of things in
between that have been corroding be-
neath the water's surface for unknown
timeframes. Personally, | don't know
which technique is scarier. | would hate to
ruin a good friendship over a raft-up gone
badly, since any number of wave-induced
wakes can send hulls bashing into each
other and squish fenders into oblivion. On
the other hand, the last time | dove on a
mooring in St. Thomas, | discovered that
it was a golf cart battery with a half-
shredded piece of rope.

(Continued on page 4)



Multihull News—Hobie Fleet 153

THE GRAND FINALE

Last summer, down on Lake Isa-
bella, located in the high desert, an hour
east of Bakersfield, California, some folks,
new to boating, were having a problem.
No matter how hard they tried, they could-
n't get their brand new 22 ft. Bayliner to
perform. It wouldn't get on a plane at all,
and it was very sluggish in almost every
maneuver, no matter how much power
was applied. After about an hour of trying
to make it go, they putted to a nearby ma-
rine, thinking someone there could tell

Y& !

Lake Hartwell, Georgia - April 13, 14, 15
A Full Three Days of Racing on
one of the most beautiful lakes in the
South This year they are hosting: the
Hobie Mid-Winters East , the Worrell 1000
Warm-up (all I-20s Welcome) the HPNI
Youth Multihull Continentals , Hobie-
Prindle-Nacra-Inter, and, as always,
Spring Fever is open to All Catamarans.
The HPNI Youth Multihull Conti-
nentals is a two-day event All others;
three-day events with appropriate scor-
ings for two-day only sailors. First Place
Winner of any one-design class repre-
sented by 20 or more boats will receive a
paid-in-full registration fee to their 2001
National Championships. Wally Myers
and Bob Curry will be our Guest Experts
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1)Thou shalt not take anything other than
safety too seriously, If you can only re-
member one commandment, this is the
one. Relax, have fun, and keep it light.
Late to the start? — so what. Over early?
— big deal. No instructions? — improvise.
Too windy? — quit. Not enough wind? —
break out the beer. The point is to have
fun, but stay safe. Like the ad says, "Safe
boating is no accident.”

2) Thou shalt honor the racing rules if thou
knowest them. The 1999- 2000 Racing
Rules of the IYRU, unless specifically
stated elsewhere in the Sailing Instruc-

them what was wrong. A thorough top-
side check revealed everything in perfect
working condition. The engine ran fine,
the outdrive went up and down, the prop
was the

correct size and pitch. So one of the ma-
rina guys jumped in the water to check
underneath. He came up choking on wa-
ter, he was laughing so hard. NOW RE-
MEMBER THIS IS TRUE (or so they
say)... Under the boat, still strapped se-
curely in place, was the trailer.

Submitted by Dave Carlson

for our Saturday "Go Faster" morning
session

Pizza Feast with Live Entertain-
ment on Friday Evening. Catered
Honey Baked Ham Dinner with Live En-
tertainment Saturday Evening. Great
Lunches included for all three racing
days. Free lakeside campsites with
shower facilities at the Regatta Site.

Courses will be standard IHCA.
Alternate penalty will be in accor-
dance .with Hobie class rule 2.1.1. Low-
point scoring system RRS Appendix A
will be used . All participants must be
current members of NAHCA. Personal
liability and boat insurance required of all
skippers.

tions, is the current rules bible. Few sail-
ors we know have actually studied it
cover to cover: it's about as interesting as
reading tax code or the phone book. For
beer can racing, just remember port tack
boats shall avoid starboard ones; wind-
ward boats shall avoid leeward ones;

and outside boats shall give room at the
mark. Stay out of the way of bigger boats,
pay your insurance premiums and keep a
low profile unless you're sure you know
what you're doing. Like most things, it
boils down to common sense.

Submitted by Dave Carlson

14th Hobie Cat 16
World Championship
April 10 to 22, 2000

CE T TIIC O I e
+ e E

R LT Y]

by Wicael Wakone

—_—,
)
ro
G/
A
£
g

[y
I————————r—r—
\

[

1

) me eeing
in fowl weather gear.




B )

For Sale

Prindle Cat (18?) on
trailer. Needs Tram-
poline. $450 or best
offer. Call Adam at
904-824-5913 or
Chuck Broward at
number below.

O’Day Board Boat,
needs a week’s work
to make it pretty.
$350

A very portable astro-
nomical telescope, a
Meade ETX 90 mm,
clock drive, table top
mount, eyepiece, like
new in box. $350

Call Chuck Broward at
352-475-1014 bro-
ward@coastal.ufl.edu
(work) or 352-392-
1051 bro-
ward@afn.org (home)

Check out GAYC's
website

Http://www.afn.org/
~gayacht/

Contact Chuck Seagal

for Password informa-
tion at

chuck.segal@infotechfl.co

GAYC Meeting Notes

Jan. 15, 2001; Burger King (W.
University)

Notes by Sam Trickey, Secretary.

Attendance: 17 members, 1 guests
Chairman: Commodore Linda Ledbetter.

Minutes:
Nov. 2000 minutes were accepted by
common consent as published in the
“Sailbag”

Reports
Treasurer

Jib Davidson: Essentially unchanged
from last report.
Cruise Committee

Bill Cutler summarized possibilities:
March 3-11 is UF Spring Break. Larry
Schnell is chartering out of Ft. Lauderdale
to Bimini that week. Some concern about
weather for the Bahamas that early. April
7-17 is Alachua County Public Schools
Spring Break. One possibility for that is to
trailer to the Keys and use the Stock Is-
land Power Squadron facility. Another
possibility would be to launch at Sarasota
or go to Caladesi from Tampa. Interested
members were urged to contact Bill.
Regatta Committee

Linda Ledbetter: Two or three people
have made extra contributions to help
offset the loss on the Fall 2000 Regatta.
After brief discussion about the continued
drought, consideration of a possible
Spring Regatta was deferred.
Membership and Publications

Teresa Davidson: Needs items for the
“Sailbag”. Also circulated her latest draft
of a brochure and asked for comments.
Announcements:

Linda Ledbetter: She, representing
GAYC, Dave Carlson, representing Ho-
bie Fleet 153, Jib Davidson, represent-
ing Power Squadron, and Bill Cutler,
representing Coast Guard Auxiliary gave
public comment before the Alachua
County Recreation Planning Committee
in December. After noting that the draft
long-range plan had no elements on
boating. Their testimony about the value
of sail-boat friendly ramps and the im-
portance of boating seemed well-
received.

Several members reported that a new
ramp is being installed at the southeast-
ern end of Lake Santa Fe.

Linda announced that Whitney's Ma-
rina (US 17 at Doctor’s Inlet, just South
of Orange Park) will have a “Bahamas
Bound” seminar on Jan. 27, 11lam-4pm
with Tom and Melanie Neale.

Miami Boat Show: 15-18 Feb.: let
members know if you're planning on go-
ing so that rides can be shared.

Howard Welch: Former members
Fred and Ruth Ernsberger, have many
boat items to auction off. Howard sug-
gested a club-wide flea-market/auction
that might take place the same weekend
that his boat is lifted by crane out of the
landlocked slip at McKinney's Lakeside
Landing. That date is not yet firm.

Linda reported that Dan Rhine got 3"
place in the St. Augustine boat parade at
Christmas time.

Program:

Ed Stonis shared experiences with
chartering in the S. Pacific, Bahamas,
and West Indies, with emphasis on
preparation, dealing with brokers, pilo-
tage, and local customs.

(Continued from page 2) Seven Ways To Anchor
2. Plowing in reverse. This is a

rather basic technique broken into the four

crude parts of driving forward, halting
abruptly, dropping the anchor, revving the
engine into reverse and "plowing" the an-
chor into the holding ground. | can't say |
like this technique much. It scores high in
the machismo factor, and in addition to

being inconsistently effective, it's not very
reliable. Without good holding ground,
your anchor will just leave a long stripe in
the mud and you'll waste the precious
cocktail hour trying to set and reset it in an
impossible situation.

Anytime two vessels of several
tons displacement are rafted and treated

(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4) Seven Ways To Anchor
as one, it's best-done in calm waters and
low-trafficked areas.

3. The litmus test. Here's a fun
piece of performance art to try when
you're the last boat into the anchorage at
the end of the day. You can take a lot of
pride in disturbing a quiet anchorage and
rousing people from the dinner table when
you have this excited discussion over the
dull roar of the engine.

"9,8,7,6, HONEY IT'S AT SIX
"HONEY, WHAT?"

"THROW IT IN REVERSE!"
"REVERSE?"

"YES, REVERSE!"

"NOW?"

"YES, NOW!"

"HONEY, I'M IN REVERSE!"
"OKAY, PUT IT IN IDLE!"
"IDLE? | THOUGHT YOU WANTED IT IN
REVERSE!"

As you can see, this can be a
good, reliable test of your neighbor's
threshold for outside stimuli, providing
important information about how loud you
can turn up your music at night without
attracting their attention.

4. Follow the leader. Sailors who
are novices in the athletics of anchoring
frequently try this one. They motor into an
anchorage that is a mile wide and pro-
tected from all directions and decide that
they must, absolutely, without a doubt,
park next to the only other boat in the an-
chorage. It's almost as if this other boat
has a large sign painted across its hull
proclaiming "ANCHOR HERE!" or if the
switch activating the tractor beam has
been thrown. Unfortunately, these novices
are on a course to learn the many tor-
ments and horrors of dragging, fouled
lines, and dealing with incompetent skip-
pers as they risk falling into that category
themselves. We can save you the trouble
and the next time you have the temptation
to anchor near a fellow boater, remember
that just because someone else has an-
chored there doesn't mean it's a good
place to anchor.

5. Circle like a dog. Have you
ever seen a dog or cat make circles be-
fore settling down? This is the same prin-
ciple. You can do one big circle around
the entire anchorage or you can do a few
smaller spins on your own. When I've

been at the helm, I've found this technique
useful for one of two reasons. First, | may
be watching the depth sounder, trying to
find a good depth for anchoring. (Like
Goldilocks, I'm a perfectionist. | can't an-
chor anyplace that is too deep or too shal-
low. It has to be just right.) Second, | may
be watching the depth sounder to see
what my swing radius is when | anchor.
Goodness knows, I'd hate to wake up and
discover myself grounded before having
my first cup of coffee. (After that first cup,
however, I've come to expect grounding
or two during the day, but that's another
story.)

6. The sneak attack. This is an-
other favorite of mine. My husband likes
to look at a point on the chart, drive up to
it, slow down at the last minute and drop
the anchor once we've come to a com-
plete stop. That's a fine method, but it
lacks what I call the "thrill of the hunt." |
like to slow down before we've left the
main highway, just so | can draw out the
fun of anchoring. | can easily drift cau-
tiously through an anchorage for a full 10
or 20 minutes before spotting my prey. |
try not to do this too often, however, since
it does seem to wear on hubby's nerves.

And if you don't already know it,
may you soon enjoy the solitude of having
an anchorage to yourself and the convivi-
ality of friends' anchored near by.

7. Sailing to a stop. You can't get
much better than this. Try this technique
and you'll have tradition on your side. Sail
into a sheltered anchorage on a reach.
Rest assured all eyes will be on you, even
if you can't see anyone watching. (There's
no point in running into an anchorage, is
there?) Point your bow into the wind. Wait
until the boat comes to a stop. Drop your
anchor. Drift down onto your anchor to
make sure it has set. Lower your sails.
Back down. If there are others watching,
take a moment to savor the applause. As
mathematicians would say, this is truly an
elegant solution.

Article written by Michelle Potter from Sailnet.com
Michelle Potter is a sailor, educator, and writer. She
taught youth sailing in Berkeley, CA, and raced with
the fourth-placed J24 team at the 1997 Rolex Inter-
national Women's Keelboat Championship in New-
port, RI. Michelle has a BA from Swarthmore College
and an MA in education from the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley. She is a freelance writer and a
frequent contributor to the Palm Beach Post.

by Michael Malzone
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Tami Oldham left San Diego, Cali-
fornia to sail the world with her lover,
Richard Sharp, a British sailor, in his 34'
cutter, Mayaluga. They were fearless, full
of rapture, feeling their passion could con-
quer all obstacles-even Mother Nature.
The daring couple left Tahiti at the end of

hurricane season
to deliver Hazana,
a classy 44' Trin-
tella yawl.
Twenty days into
their delivery
cruise, they dis-
cussed their mis-
take, but there is
no way to escape
the high seas.
With every ounce
of strength the
couple battle the
elements, while attempted to reach the
navigable quadrant of the hurricane.

Tami goes below, lies down and
secures her tether to the table's post just
as Richard cries over the roar of the wind,
"OHMIGOD." A deafening WHOMP--
smothers Tami's scream . . ...

This is an extraordinary real life
adventure of what happens to a woman
who wakes up in the middle of the Pacific
Ocean after a storm, and finds her boy-
friend gone, and the mast gone! Her one
and only saving grace was having taken a

celestial naviga-
tion course. She
remembered
enough to find her
way to Hawaii.
Without her knowl-
edge of this skill,
she would never
have been able to
navigate her way
through the Pacific
to find the Islands
of Hawaii.

In her final chapter, Tami states
“The cruising life is extremely fulfilling, full
of adventure, education, freedom and fun.
| emphasize that | share my story to inform
everyone who goes to sea, man or woman,
of the importance of being prepared to as-
sume the captain’s role. It is everyone’s,
including a woman'’s, responsibility to learn
all she can about navigation.” She also
comments on what she would have done
differently, and she that “mother nature is
bigger than any of us, it's important to
cruise within the sailing season.”

Jib & I both highly recommend this
book. We both enjoyed it. Red Sky in
Mourning is both a love story and an ad-
venture story. It is great reading.

Book review by Teresa Davidson

! $

Long ago, thanks to my upbring-
ing, | learned the value of education. This
belief was again reinforced while reading
Red Sky in Mourning (see above article).
Tami’'s book would never have been writ-
ten if she didn’t know how to use a sex-
tant.

This is not to say that everyone
who sails should know how to use a sex-
tant, but | do think that everyone should
have some basic knowledge of sailing and
boating. Starting on February 6, there are
two opportunities to further your sailing
knowledge (even if you miss the first
class, you can still sign up!)

If you are somewhat new to sail-

ing, or want to increase your sailing skills,
Larry Schnell is teaching sailing basics.
He teaches both in the classroom as well
as on the water.

There is also an eight hour class,
Boat Smart, on the basics of boating.
Topics such as aids to navigation, rules of
the road, boat handling, VHF radio tech-
niques and safety equipment are covered.
This class is sponsored by The Gaines-
ville Sail and Power Squadron and the
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Call Larry, Linda Ledbetter, or Jib
Davidson, for more information.
by Jib Davidson
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If you are looking for more sailing
and cruising fun in north Florida, there is an
enthusiastic crowd in Jacksonville.

The North Florida Cruising Club
(NFCC) was founded in 1968 and incorpo-
rated in 1969. The club's purpose is to pro-
mote good fellowship and interest in cruising
and racing family-type sailboats in the North:
east Florida area.

Monthly membership meetings are
held on the third Thursday of each month at
the Florida Tackle and Gun Club on San Jos
Boulevard in Jacksonville. The social begins
at 6:45 PM and the meeting at 7:30 PM. The
meeting generally consists of two parts: the
business portion and the program. Programs
are varied in nature and always informative.

The NFCC organizes many activi-
ties for its members each year. These includ

by Staff National Marine Manufacturers
Association

MIAMI BEACH, Fla., — The Miami Inter-
national Boat Show, the world's largest
consumer marine exhibition will open
Feb. 15, 2001, for a six-day run at the
Miami Beach Convention Center and
Sealine Marina and Yachting Center.
Produced by the National Marine Manu-
facturers Association, the show will cele-
brate its 60th anniversary.

The marine industry's premier
consumer event, the Miami International
Boat Show will showcase the latest pow-
erboats, engines, electronics and acces-
sories from 2,300 exhibitors. The show
will occupy more than 2.5 million square
feet of exhibition space.

"The Miami International Boat
Show has come a long way in 60 years,"
said Cathy Johnston, southern regional
manager of the National Marine Manu-
facturers Association (NMMA), which
produces the event. "Boating enthusiasts
from around the world come to Miami
each February knowing they can get the
best buys on the newest products,” she
added.

In addition to exhibits, the Miami
International Boat Show will feature ac-
tivities for water sports lovers of all ages.
Activities will include hands-on boating

cruises to local anchorages and marinas,
off shore trips to Fernandina Beach, Cum-
berland Island, St. Augustine, and occa-
sionally longer sail to Savannah, Bahamas
and Cape Canaveral. Additionally, the
club sponsors several races both on the
river and off shore
Here are some of their upcoming
races:
Spring River Race—February 24
Tommy Hall Memorial Race— March
17, Mayport to Fernandina
St. Augustine Race—May 26 Mayport
to St. Augustine

This club also plans many cruises
throughout the year. You can learn more
by visiting their website www.unf.edu/
~acruess/nfcc/

and fishing seminars and interactive
games located at "The Miami Herald
Family Fun Zone."

Tickets for the Miami Interna-
tional Boat Show and Strictly Sail-Miami,
the show's sail-only exhibition that is
slated for the Miamarina at Bayside Mar-
ketplace, cost $12 for adults and $3 for
children ages 6-12. An adult two-day
pass, valid any two days Feb. 16-20,
costs $18.

A new multi-evening pass that
allows visitors multiple admissions to the
show from 5 p.m. until closing any or all
evenings from Feb. 16-20, costs $10.
Visitors can also get a special preview of
show attractions on Red Carpet Day,
Feb. 15, for $20. Free shuttle-bus service
will be available to transport visitors be-
tween the three show locations.

To purchase advance tickets,
call the BoatU.S. ticket center at (800)
937-2628, visit the Miami International
Boat Show Web site at
www.boatshows.com, visit your local
BoatU.S. Marine Center or visit the show
box offices at the Miami Beach Conven-
tion Center and Miamarina at Bayside
Marketplace Feb. 15-20.

For information, call (305) 531-
8410 or visit the Miami International Boat
Show's Web site at
www.boatshows.com.
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January Meeting
Gulf Atlantic Yacht Club
Monday, February 19th

6:00 Dinner at the Swampji
Restaurant, 1636 W. Univ.,
Ave. '
7:30 Meeting at Burger M
King, 1542 W. Univ. Ave.
8:00 Program

Agenda
Introductions
Reports: Cruise Commit-

County Recreation Plan;
Crystal River/Manatee
Cruise; Spring picnic and
Sailor’s Yard Sale; April
weekend regatta/cruise on
the St. John’s River

Announcements
Program: Gerald
Haskins, veteran ocean
sailor and racer.
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Directory Updates

13’ Escape Rumba for Sale

| offer humble apologies for any errors in the directory. Most

important: two new members were not included. Please add these 21" furling mast, 82 sq. ft. North Mylar sa

names to your current directory and | will get a new directory out Self-bailing, fast and stable hull desig

soon: Centerboard, 5 minute rigging time, 6
months old

Ann Purcell 1903 NW 40th Terrace, Gainesville, 32605 337-1817. Perfect Condition

Ann is interested in crewing, racing and cruising. She has spent con- Cost $2,350 new, will sell for $1,850 OB

siderable time aboard in the Bahamas, crewed in our fall regatta, and

helped with that regatta. Ed Sams, 378-5841

Jeff Shapiro 3376 NW 23rd PI, Gainesville, 32605 336-0392. Jeff
comes to the club by way of the Hobie Fleet. He also partici-

pated in the fall regatta and has already become an active mem-
ber. His e-mail address is jshapiro@att.net

Please make these other corrections: Linda Ledbetters’
e-mail address is ledbetterl@earthlink.net. The name of the
Jackson’s boat is Wynsum. Chuck Segal’s phone number is
318-0797. Don and Linda Myers have a new address 820 NW
117 Terrace, Gainesville 32606. Skip Adams’ e-mail is

aadams352@aol.com. And, finally, | misspelled the name of My |e———————————————

friend Harrisse coffee (twice). Lloyd Bailey’s
A word of caution about the directory, please remember Scuba and Wa
that this is proprietary information. It can only be used for com- ter sports is
munication between members about club or personal business. located at 3405
Please do not forward unsolicited information to members go’tﬂ\l’gviz(tjh

unless you know it is something they want or need to know or

only with their permission. Captain Lloyd

W. Bailey Jris

By Linda Ledbetter




